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Ms. Vaughn, 

My name is Dexter Walcott, I am working on my thesis in Architecture at the Pratt Institute in Brooklyn. 
The studio I am working in is focusing on the city of Newark, and I have begun to do research on the 
Diamond Alkali facility at 80 Lister avenue. 
I am interested in the how the spread of Dioxin began to establish a "territory" in the Ironbound 
neighborhood, specifically between the former Diamond Alkali plant and Brady Scrap Metals. And, more 
specifically how the actual contamination (in ppb) establishes an area versus the public's perceived notion 
of contaminated territory. 

I have currently been using the Newark public library as a main source of information, their newspaper 
and microfilm collections. And I was wondering if there is a more specific resource that the EPA has 
cataloguing the test point locations and concentrations in the neighborhood? I know the initial survey that 
revealed the potential contamination was conducted by the state, but I am interested in the more 
extensive survey's conducted by the EPA in late 1983 through 85 that were used to determine weather to 
place the site on the NPL. Any information, data, or tips as to how to obtain more specific data (ppb and 
individual test location) would be greatly appreciated, and put to good use in creating new methods of 
visualization to understand these territories created through contamination and remediation. 
Thank you very much for your help and I look forward to your response. 

-Dexter 
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